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Opening of the new Lake Daniells Hut (Manson -
Nicholls Memorial Hut) October 23 2020

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you  can  give  a  presentation  or  have  ideas,  please  email  Bryce  Willamson
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and
if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $5/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $5 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Wednesday 28 October 
Guest speaker Matt McGlone

Club Night

The surprising past, intriguing present and dismal future of the MacKenzie Basin:
The MacKenzie Basin is home to iconic tussock-clad landscapes, bare mountains and
blue lakes. It also has a suite of unique open country plants and animals adapted to its
frosty, dry climates, river terraces, stony outwash plains and loess-covered hills. 

But it was not always thus: about 800 years ago the Basin was mostly clad in forest or tall
shrubland. The first part of this talk then will be about what that pre-human vegetation
was  like,  and how it  came to  be  the  tawny  tussock landscape  of  the  New Zealand
imagination. The natural biota of the basin is currently under extraordinary pressure from
changing farm practices and the spread of weeds and pests. The second part of the talk
deals with some of these issues and discusses why they are so difficult to resolve in the
current political climate. 

Weekend 31 October-1 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Casey  Saddle  -  Binser Saddle:  Classic  Arthurs  Pass  loop,
staying at the new Casey Hut (Serviced, $15). From the Andrews
Shelter we will follow the track past Hallelujah Flat and then over
the Casey Saddle and down to the hut. The next day we follow the
track  down  the  Poulter  River  before  climbing  up  and  over  the
Binser Saddle back to the Andrews Saddle.

Grade: Moderate at
slow pace

Closes: 22 Oct

Map:  

Approx: Approx $35
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Sunday 1 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #38: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at Rangiora for
tea, Q&A session and a debrief on the way home, because the trip
lasts till until 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 29 Oct

Map:  

Approx: $20

Saturday 7 November 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea series #24 Ghost Stream : This will be a series of 3 day
and 2 overnight trips which will  get progressively harder as the
year proceeds and they will finish with a weekend at the club hut
climbing Mt Karen & Mt Misery. They can be done as a complete
series of trips, or as single trips and the series is designed to suit
trampers who want to move up from easy to mod trips. All of the
trips will be run at an easy pace with plenty of scenery stops and a
chance to boil the billy for an old fashion tramping brew plus long
lunches in the sun. Just over Porters Pass and behind Castle Hill
peak is a lovely stream walk up Ghost Stream (off Porter River) to
a lunch stop by a waterfall. No great amount of height gain but a
good chance to practise your rock hopping skills, with some small
patches of beech forest to break the stream bed travel up. There
will be an opportunity to learn some scree scrambling skills in the
valley beyond the lunchtime stop & billy brew up at the waterfall.
We will come back the same way with the B option of a short rock
scramble up onto a small spur which runs back down to the Porter
River. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 5 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $20

Sunday 8 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogsback: From the access road just west of Castle Hill Village,
a track follows the Long Spur ridgeline, then through beech forest,
crossing  Long  Creek  and  Waterfall  Creek.  We  then  go  up
Hogsback itself,  (1032m),  traverse  the ridge and drop down to
Hogsback Creek. Back up to Long Spur and rejoin the track back
to the cars. A mix of on and off track tramping. Round trip around
15kms, 500m height gain.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 5 Nov

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20
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Long Weekend 13-15 November 
Departure point: 8am Z Carlton Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Fowler Hut Base Camp: Fowler Hut base camp: The Fowler hut
is  a  historic  musterers hut  in  the St  James Conservation area,
above Hanmer Springs on Tophouse Road. We will drive to the
hut  on Saturday morning before undertaking 3 x days of  easy,
mod or hard tramps depending on the weather and the daily levels
of enthusiasm. The two room hut has a cosy open fire,  but no
bunks so a camping chair plus an air mattress would be good idea
– there is plenty of space for tents, if any other trampers, hunters
or horse riders are in residence. This is an ideal opportunity for
people  to  tackle  multiple  day  trips  in  this  remote  area  without
having to either cart a large pack, or spend hours travelling in a
car. Friday 13th November Easy – Fowler Hut to Mt St George
and return. Mod – Fowler Hut, Mt St George, Mt Catley, Fowler
Pass loop. Hard – Fowler Hut, Mt St George, Mt Catley, Fowler
Pass loop, plus Mt Clara. Saturday 14th November Easy – Fowler
Hut to Stanley Vale Hut via Fowler Pass, and return. Mod – Black
Serpent loop, via Cardigan Ridge. Hard – Mt Sebastopol Sunday
15th November Easy – Fowler Pass, Mt Seymour loop. Mod –
Fowler Pass, Mt Seymour, Blue Mountain, Duncan Stream loop.
Hard  –  Mt  Maukuratawhai  circuit  via  points  1086,  1362,  1466,
1575 & 1403

Grade: Mod & Hard

Closes: 5 Nov

Map:  

Approx: approx $40

Weekend 14-15 November 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Zack Williams
zack.williams@aotawhiti.school.nz 

Carroll  Hut  Otira  Valley:  This  is  a  great  trip  for  "easy+  or
easy/mod" trampers who want a taste of some steep terrain and
an overnighter. Although this track is steep and unrelenting, it’s
over before you know it  -  normally,  it  takes just three hours to
reach the hut. The net height gain is about 770m (the car park is
at 350m, and the hut is around 1120m), so this trip is at the lower
end of moderate. This is a beautiful hut in a gorgeous location,
with views of some of the heighest peaks in Arthur’s Pass (and set
your sights on some "tramper’s peaks" to do in the future, such as
Mt Barron!). This is a popular 10-bunk hut, so carrying tents and
mattresses is encouraged - you are not guaranteed a bunk! After
we set up tents/claim bunks by mid-afternoon, we’ll go up an extra
250m  to  the  nearby  high  point  called  Kellys  Hill  (1394m)  for
excellent  views  across  the  Taramakau  River  to  Mt  Alexander
(1958m), and out over the West Coast and to the Tasman Sea. 

On Sunday morning, it’s a quick decent back to the cars, and if we
want, we can do a quick trip (2 hr return) up the Otira Valley Track
before driving back. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Nov

Map:  

Approx: Approx $35
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Saturday 21 November 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea series #25 Woolshed Hill & tarns: This will be a series
of 3 day and 2 overnight trips which will get progressively harder
as the year proceeds and they will finish with a weekend at the
club hut climbing Mt Karen & Mt Misery. They can be done as a
complete  series  of  trips,  or  as  single  trips  and  the  series  is
designed to suit trampers who want to move up from easy to mod
trips. All  of  the trips will  be run at an easy pace with plenty of
scenery stops and a chance to boil  the billy  for  an old fashion
tramping brew plus long lunches in the sun. A steep climb up the
track from the Hawden shelter car parkout, then out of the bush
and onto the scrubby ridge leading up to the tussock tops. If the
weather and time permits we can proceed along the tops to the
tarn tucked in  beside the bushline,  before returning back via  a
lovely easy bush bash down to the Hawdon River. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 19 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Saturday 21 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Valley Ultra: Craigieburn: The Valley Ultra: Craigieburn is taking
place on Saturday 21st November 2020 in Castle Hill and we have
been  given  the  opportunity  to  raise  some  money  for  the
Christchurch  Tramping  Club  by  operating  as  aid  station  staff  /
marshals on the event. Aid Stations There will be 6 aid stations in
total spread across the course (see map here). All staff on an aid
station will  assist in the set up and pack down of their own aid
station which will  consist  of a 3x3 pop up gazebo, table,  water
bowsers and nourishment for the participants. All members of the
team will help each other out if required. Aid station staff will be
broken into 4 roles – Marshal / Medic / Hospo / Number recorder. •
Number  recorder  –  The  number  recorder  will  keep  tabs on  all
participants  which  pass through their  check point  as an added
safety precaution. Reporting these numbers back to the Comms
centre via radio periodically. • Marshal – The marshal role will be
used  as  a  multi  functioning  member  of  the  team  to  direct
participants if required but also help other members of the team to
achieve the best end result. • Hospo – It will be the Hospos job to
keep  a  check  on  water  levels  /  electrolyte  fluid  and  other
nourishment on the aid station so that supplies can be restocked
should they be running low. • Medic - is an EMT (or higher) trained
medic with experience in outdoor medicine and will monitor each
participant as they pass through the aid station – administering
any first aid if required. Marshal Points Each marshal point will be
manned by a team of 2. Marshals will be stationed at parts of the
course which could be a sudden change in direction, terrain or to
warn  participants  of  an  upcoming  hazard.  There  will  also  be
marshal  points  in  play  to  ensure  participants  are  safe  and
reassured on the course. Each aid station and marshal point will
be supplied with a handheld radio directly linked to the comms
centre  for  regular  check-ins and safety.  If  you are  keen to  get
involved, please copy and paste the below (and complete) in a
return email to bryce.williamson68@gmail.com and I can forward
this onto Richard from Fusion Events who will contact you directly
to discuss your role on the event. Name: Contact Number: Email:
First Aid trained (if yes, to what level?): Available (delete where
appropriate): Full Friday - 1/2 Friday - Full Saturday - 1/2 Saturday
Desired Role (Delete where appropriate): Marshal / Hospo / Medic
/  Number  Recorder  Any  other  relevant  experience:  This
opportunity is going out to various organisations and places will be
filled on a first come first serve basis so please let me know if you
can make it at your earliest possible convenience.

Grade: Race 
marshalling

Closes: 19 Nov

Map:  

Approx:
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Sunday 22 November 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt O’Malley  near Arthurs Pass Village:  Climb Mt Aicken Track
to  Pt  1844m,  then  head  south  over  Pt  1768m to  Mt  O’Malley
(1703m). We’ll visit the tarn at the head of Graham Stream then
contour back to Mt Aicken Track. About 10km and 1300m ascent,
with some scrambling. Snow gear and appropriate skills will  be
necessary.

Grade: Moderate - 
possible 
snow skills

Closes: 19 Nov

Map: BV20 

Approx: $20

Saturday 28 November 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea series #26 Mt Somers: This will be a series of 3 day and
2 overnight trips which will get progressively harder as the year
proceeds  and  they  will  finish  with  a  weekend  at  the  club  hut
climbing Mt Karen & Mt Misery. They can be done as a complete
series of trips, or as single trips and the series is designed to suit
trampers who want to move up from easy to mod trips. All of the
trips will be run at an easy pace with plenty of scenery stops and a
chance to boil the billy for an old fashion tramping brew plus long
lunches in the sun. Leaving from the Sharplin Falls car park we
head straight up the the track over Hookey Knob along the South
Face route to the top of Mt Somers for a brew, lunch & grand
views before returning back the way we came. Around 800 metres
of vertical climb for the day. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 26 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $25

Weekend 5-6 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Cass-Lagoon Circuit, Hamilton Hut: 

Classic circuit skirting the edge of the Black Range at the northern
end of the Craigieburn Range. We’ll do it clockwise, starting from
the Grasmere Road. Spend night at or around Hamilton Hut. The
hut is a busy part of the Te Araroha Trial, so I recommend bringing
a tent - I will. 

Pickups can be arranged on the way out of town - put your wishes
on  the  online  trip  list,  or  contact  the  leader  if  you  are  a  non-
member. About 700m of cumulative height gain per day, lots of
minor river crossings.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 26 Nov

Map: BV20 BV21
BW20

Approx: Approx $40 
+ hut fee
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Weekend 5-6 December 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mueller Hut Weekend: 

A trip to the popular Mueller Hut, in Mt Cook National Park. 

Depart Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and spend the night at one
of the club lodges and head up to Mueller Sat morning. Option to
build  snow  shelters  in  the  afternoon  then  have  a  pot  luck  in
Mueller Hut and warm up before spending the night in our igloos /
snow  caves  /  the  hut.  As  this  trip  is  weather  and  avalanche
conditions dependent, the trip may change/cancelled as a result.
The trip leader will confirm the status of the trip closer to the time. 

Hut fees will be less if you sleep outside Mueller Hut on Sat night. 

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
crampons, 
ice axe and 
helmet)

Closes: 26 Nov

Map:  

Approx: $60 fuel + 
$70 hut 
fees (for Fri 
& Sat 
nights) 

Weekend 5-6 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Salmon Creek Lower Biv: 

From the Lees Valley Road we follow the Townsend Track and
then climb the ridge to  Black  Hill  Hut.  From Black Hill  Hut  we
continue over  Black  Hill  and then descend down to  the  Biv  at
Salmon Creek. 

On the Sunday we will return the way we came.

Grade: Moderate at
slow pace

Closes: 26 Nov

Map: BW22 

Approx: Approx $20

Multi day trip 17-22 December 
Departure point: Contact Leader - might leave
later afternoon on the 16th

Leader: Lorraine Poole 332 2864
candl.poole@gmail.com

Pre-Christmas  Northern  Womble:  You’re  invited  to  a  pre-
Christmas  Northern  womble  from  Dec  17-22,  including  Moss
Pass, Blue Lake, Robert Ridge around the Nelson Lakes, all  in
huts. 

Or if we had enough people we could do a cross over as part of
the TA trail starting at Tennyson going onto Lake Constance and
finish in St Arnaud. 

Everyone will  make there own payment  in  huts  and tents  may
have to be an option if huts are full. You will need money for tea
on the way up there and food coming back. 

Petrol costs will probably be upwards of $70 give or take some. 

This trip is totally weather dependent, and open to Club members.

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace

Closes: 10 Dec

Map:  

Approx: Approx $70
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Multi day trip 5-12 January 
Departure  point:  8am  start,  140  Roydvale
Avenue Burnside

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Lake Nerine: My 2021 Lake Nerine plan is to drive south after a
family  Xmas  in  Wairoa  on  the  5th  January  with  a  car  load  of
trampers and then spend 7 - 8 days tramping in the Southland –
Otago  area.  The  trip  will  finish  2pm  on  the  12th  Jan  at  the
Queenstown airport when my wife flys in to join me for a family
wedding in the Catlins area, so you will have to organise your own
way home to CHCH. My Plan A is Lake Nerine via the Valley of
the Trolls. However if previous attempts are anything to go by I
could end up doing any number of other trips chasing the good
summer weather. My multi  days summer trips are not so much
hard  core expeditions  but  walking  holidays which will  generally
include  a  number  of  rest  days eg  camping by  a  lake or  river.
These trips are run at such a pace that the idea is that at the end
of the trip you should be able grab some clean clothes, fresh food
and do the trip again. More detail on what these trips entail can be
gained  by  talking  to  “survivors”  of  previous  summer  trips  or
contacting  the  trip  leader.  Succesful  summer  tramping
companions  will  have  proven  tramping  skills  and/or  the
determination necessary to complete a multi day trip. The ability to
provide fruit  cake for supper and discuss the various merits of,
and differences between the 1969 and 2010 True Grit movies over
a cup of tea by a camp fire would be an definite advantage. 

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 24 Dec

Map:  

Approx: TBD

Sunday 10 January 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Bealey-Blind Spur Blaster:  We’ll  start  at  Bealey Spur Hut car
park. We’ll go up to Bealey Spur Hut and follow the ridges to Pt
1875. We’ll turn south to Pt 1907 from where we’ll go east to Pt
1750 and Pt 1737. Eventually we’ll hit the bushline then follow the
ridge to the confluence of Bruce and Power Streams. We’ll get wet
down there, possibly more body parts than just feet. This will be a
long day out for which a good level of fitness is required. Take
plenty of water. Please note: earlier departure of 07:00.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 7 Jan

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35

Trip Reports

7 September 2020

Mt Garfield in Doubtful Range

The third Tramping Monday had similar attendance to the first one - only 1 person. Jacqui
and I drove to Windy Point which is not too far from Engineers Camp. We crossed Boyle
River on a nice shiny swing bridge and climbed up to the Te Araroa Trail crossroad and
turned west, following the Hope Kiwi Track. 
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What looked like a grassy slope on the map turned out to be a pretty overgrown slope
which would be too hard to bash through so we chose to bush bash through mature beech
forest instead. The route was OK apart from some really dense patches of native bush.
The  trees  were  very  wet  and  we  soon  got  soaked.  As  we  were  climbing  up,  the
temperature dropped and we both got pretty cold. We both had spare clothes but we were
waiting to get above the bushline to put them on. 

Somewhere around the 1200m contour we met a marked route that seemed like it went
somewhere down towards Hope River. It was in fairly good shape (much better than our
bushbashing route) so next time I’ll definitely go from the other side so I can explore where
the route actually starts. It might go somewhere towards pt657 and even though I’d have
to follow Hope Kiwi Track for longer, it’d be a quicker option. The track is accessible via a
clearing at pt1239 and it’s vaguely marked with pink plastic stripes. 

It  took us over 3 hours to get  above the bush, mostly because of difficult  terrain.  We
quickly changed our clothes and started walking again to get warm. We continued along
pt1452, pt1514, pt1536 and pt1676 to the top of Mt Garfield where there was a fair bit of
snow which slowed us down. We finally reached the top 5 hours after we left the carpark. 

The tops were beautiful with great views across the snowy tops of Poplars Range and
other surrounding ranges. We followed the ridges towards pt1451 and started our descent
across pt1243. This is possibly the closest ridge to Boyle River that you can take. Going
across pt1232 would just be a mess with a lot of rocky sections, bluffs and dense young
vegetation. Going down the creek along pt1243 is reasonably OK but clear patches were
mixed with some dense bush. Perhaps TR of that small creek would be better for next
time. 

Mt Garfield from clearing at Pt 1304

When we rejoined the TA, I felt like I could fly. The trail looked pretty straightforward on NZ
topo map. However, there are some ups and downs and we had to go around a new
fenced area which added another couple of hours to our trip. I’m quite interested in what
the ridge across pt1025 would be like so if you happen to give it a go, let me know! 
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The whole trip took us around 9 hours. Jacqui said it was one of the best day trips she’s
done which I agreed with, even though it was quite challenging, there was plenty of variety
of terrain and complete silence on the tops which was really rewarding. 

Route marked 

See also Michal’s blog. 

Stats: 9h, 22km, 1500m up 

Present: Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos), Jacqui 

13 September 2020

Camp Saddle in Craigieburns

We started off at Craigieburn Campsite Shelter. Chris was leading us at an easy-going
pace while Alan was covering the back. At Helicopter Hill  Saddle, a few of us went to
check out  Helicopter  Hill  and the rest  of  the group continued along Craigieburn Edge
Track. We had a quick lunch below Camp Saddle. 

A few  enthusiastic  CTC  members  went  to  cut  some  wilding  pines  on  the  slopes  of
Hamilton  Hill  while  the  rest  were  trying  to  make their  way across the scree to  Camp
Saddle. You know how it goes on steep scree slopes: 3 steps up, slide 2 steps down. We
had lunch at the saddle and realized that one of the prospective members was missing. It
turned out that he had decided to go for his own personal adventure and went up towards
Hamilton Peak. It was certainly interesting to watch him taking the only icy patch on the
whole slope on the way down. When he rejoined the pack, Alan had a chat with him (poor
guy!) and then we made our way towards pt1550 and pt1525. 

On the scree run down to Helicopter Hill saddle, Harish had the opportunity to do his first
scree  run.  At  the  beginning,  he  was  hesitating  about  the  steepness  of  the  slope.  I
managed to convince him that everything was fine. The first 50 vertical meters went well.
Harish was making wee steps and was well coordinated. Then it got all out of hand. Harish
was running faster and faster and soon he was running so fast that even veteran CTC
members were nodding their heads impressed by the speed. At the same time, it was clear
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that the speed was not sustainable and we all froze for a few seconds as he fell on a patch
of snow and took a tumble. Alan and I rushed towards him and he seemed to be ok, just a
bit shocked. Alan helped him out of the snow and I escorted him down where the rest of
the group gave him a big applause. 

The rest of the trip was quite boring compared to the excitement of the previous events but
I have to say I had nothing against that. Overall it was a great trip. A perfect introduction to
moderate trips for new members. 

Stats: 6h, 11 km, 1000m ascent 

Present:Alan  Ross,  Gary  Bint,  Youxin  Su,  Zack  Williams,  Rowena  Gleeson,  Chris
McGimpsey,  Trudi  Cameron,  Kate  Taylor,  Roxanne  Brassington,  Jamie  Cole,  Harish
Mandalika, Rodney Erickson, Bryce Williamson, Xiaoqiu Jiang, Vanessa Smith, Aida Berg,
Barney Stephenson, Michal Klajban, Molly Spik, Sarah McRae 

More info: Michal’s blog, Harish’s video, Bryce’s photos 

10 October 2020:

Redcliffe Stream to Tribulation Hut Return

Redcliffe Stream lies between the Black Hill Range and Mount Hutt Range, more ore less
across the Rakaia river from the Coleridge power station. It seemed like a reasonably easy
stretch of the legs, a thought shared by 27 other keen trampers. It seems that trips are
much larger since the Covid lockdown. Getting trampers organised into cars is always a bit
like herding cats, but somehow Mike managed to get everybody into cars and on the road
in a fairly efficient manner. A stop at Rakaia Gorge for the toilets, and we then reformed
into a convoy for the last leg of the drive to the start.
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There was plenty of parking at the start, and we quickly donned our boots, gaiters, and
packs and started walking. It wasn’t too long before the track turned muddy, but only in
short sections. There were a few nice deep sections though, and that certainly reinforced
the reason why it’s a good idea to wear gaiters. Walking along a stream is good though, as
a quick detour through the stream quickly removes the mud. The line of trampers gradually
became longer and more spread out as the gradient increased, and eventually Chris called
a halt so the tail end could catch up to the head. 

Looking down Redcliffe Stream

There is a bit of a climb for the first four and a half km, after which the track leaves the
matagouri-infested gorge and continues on Cookies Flat, which as the name suggests is
reasonably flat. At this point the matagouri gives way to tussock, which is much nicer stuff
to walk through.

The gentle slope of Cookies flat goes past Redcliff Saddle and then follows Swift River
down to Tribulation Hut. Don’t ask me why the stream has an “e” and the saddle doesn’t,
that’s what the map says, and the map is always right. Except when it’s not, but that’s
another story. Cookies Flat is lush green farmland with a lot of grazing animals, and right
on the edge of the Hakatere Conservation Park. We stopped at the hut for a bite of lunch,
some trampers choosing to shelter inside the hut from the occasional sunshine, wind, and
drops of rain. Most of us chose to tough it out in the great outdoors, although some people
thought it a goo idea to mode their rain gear to the top of their pack in case a speedy
deployment became necessary. I could be bother putting in that kind of effort though, and
fortunately the rain never really got started.

Lunch break outside the hut
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The return trip was just retracing our steps the way we came, although at one point I
noticed that the lead walkers had ignored a track marker leading up the hill and continued
down the stream. I saw no reason not to follow, because after all the stream comes out
where the cars were parked, so I followed them. I did notice that nobody was following me
though.

After regrouping at the cars we headed off to the Hororata Café for refreshments. The
establishment went from empty to full in the blink of an eye. It took a while, but everybody
got their drinks and snacks, Mike took care of the financials, and we all headed back to
Christchurch. It was a lovely walk and we were very lucky with the weather. Special thanks
to Mike for organising this trip, and extra kudos for dealing with such a large crowd of
trampers.

Trip statistics

•Distance Walked: 20.0 km

•Min Elevation: 430 m

•Max Elevation: 926 m

•Elevation gain: 1016 m

•Average speed: 2.82 km/h

•Average moving speed: 4.1 km/h

•Total moving time: 3h 56m

•Total stopped time: 2h 10m
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•

Participants: Michael Newlove, (leader), Adrian Harvey, Anthony Clark, Bernhard Parawa,
Brian Glennie, Chris McGimpsey, Dan Cords, Dean Herring, Debbie Mann, Emma Kotula,
Fengmin Chen, Heste Henning, Ian Wyllie, Lauren Russell, Louise Holder, Mary Ogburn,
Morag  Pringle,  Murray  Gifford,  Robert  Barrack,  Rodney  Erickson,  Rowena  Gleeson,
Roxanne  Brassington,  Somdech  Ngarmkam,  Susana  Oliveira,  Symon  Holmes,  Trudi
Cameron, Xiaoqiu Jiang, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer)

11 October 2020:Akaroa walk: Round the Mountain via Curry Track
The plan was to do the Ben More circuit  but the weather forced us to look for a less
exposed  location  as  far  from the  Main  Divide  as  possible.  Akaroa  seemed to  be  far
enough.

9 CTC members started off  their  spring walk by the Akaroa information centre on the
seashore. Our first goal was to reach Stony Bay Peak which we managed in reasonably
good time. We tried to have a break at the top but the wind was so strong that we could
barely stand straight. On the way down we met a few folks from Rangiora Tramping Club –
cheerful folks!

We took a decent break at Akaroa Heritage Park which is a lovely place with beautiful
views over Akaroa Harbour. Then, we proceeded down to Akaroa via Woodhills Track. It
was  a  pretty  good trip  considering  the  unpleasant  weather  that’s  been decimating  all
tramping plans for a few weeks now!
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Participants:Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos), Ashein Abeysekara, Zack Williams,
Vanessa Smith, Penny Coffey, Donna Lusby, Chris McGimpsey, Warwick Dowling, Byron
Harvey

Rough stats:13 km, 900m up

25 October 2020:Annavale Circuit

The Annavale Track is a new trail, southeast of Thirteen Mile Bush, that climbs onto the
Russell Range. Our trip replaced the intended trip to Mt O'Malley on account of the poor
weather forecast for Arthurs Pass.

We completed the  6 km walk  along Thirteen Mile  Bush Track to  Benmore Hut  in  90
minutes.

At the hut we had an early first lunch, talked to a cross-bow hunter and contemplated what
to do next, eventually deciding to try the Annavale Track, which none of us even knew
existed till we saw the new track signs.

The climb was steep for a short section, reaching a ridge running east into open country at
the western end of the Russell Range.

A steepish 4WD zig-zag climbed a couple of hundred metres to the ridge from which we
got excellent views of the Big Ben and Lady Barker Ranges and the headwaters of the
Selwyn River from perspectives that none of us had seen before.
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We followed the ridge almost directly to the east to Pt 1203 m, which appears to have
been named Sugarloaf Summit.

As we traversed the ridge, the northwesterly varied in a systematic fashion between gale
and  dead  calm  as  we  passed  through  the  nodes  and  antinodes  of  pressure  waves
refracted off the Big Ben Range. The summit was at a node, so we stopped for a leisurely
second lunch in the tussock.

To get back to the cars, we followed the 4WD track that stayed above the bush all the way.
All that was left was the requisite visit to the Sheffield Hotel for refreshments in the gentle
warmth of the garden bar, where rumours of a large black cat in Sheffield were confirmed.

17.2 km and 800 m total ascent over 5 hours 50 minutes. Six participants: Penny Coffey,
Sarah McRae, Michal Klajban, Xiaoqiu Jiang, Jonathan Carr and Bryce Williamson.
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From our Facebook Pages:
Nice (and hot) trip up Mt Alford. Thanks, Mike Newlove, for the adventure. 

On the way to Mt Alford -  our easier day tramps are attracting larger numbers this season.

Summit of Mt Alford

− 18 −



More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

John West 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Searching the CTC website on Google.  Type in the search field the name of a
thing that you want to find with quotation marks (to search the EXACT phrase), then add
site:ctc.org.nz

Omit the quotation marks if you don't want to search the exact phrase.

Example   1  :  

"Heaphy track" site:ctc.org.nz

to search for the exact phrase ‘Heaphy track’

Example 2:

Bealey site:ctc.org.nz

to search all pages with the word Bealey which would find any reference to a hut or track
or other.
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Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 20 November 2020 – Thanks.
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